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advantages in the education of his niece, but to
be made in a way not to give any expectation
of a preference between rival seminaries, as he
had come to no decision in regard to his niece.
As his family on removing to Philadelphia will
have new connections to form with tradespeople,
he requests Mr. Lear to find out those in each
branch who stand highest for skill and fair deal-
ing, saying it is better to be slow in choosing
than be under any necessity of changing. Con-
cludes " with affectionate regards I am your sin-
cere friend, G. W."

Mount Vernon, November 7, 1790. A letter
full of minute details. It sets out with express-
ing Ins renewed anxiety respecting the education
of his adopted son Washington Custis, remarking
that if the schools in the college are tinder good
masters, and are as fit for boys of his age [he was
probably about eight at this time, for we were
schoolmates in Philadelphia at the dates of the
earliest of these letters] as a private school would other letters from him to the Alex-
